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Kurt Kawafuchi, is a licensed attorney in Hawaii and California, and Certified Public Accountant
(CPA) (Hawaii-not in public practice and California-retired). He is the former Director of
Taxation for the State of Hawaii (2003-2010), and the current Chair of the State of Hawaii
Council of Revenues (since 2013). He is a Fellow of American College of Tax Counsel and a
Fellow of American College of Trust and Estate Counsel.

Prior to opening his own firm, Kurt was a Principal (i.e., Partner) at Hochman, Salkin, Rettig,
Toscher & Perez, P.C., in Beverly Hills, CA, a Trial Attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice
Tax Division, Washington, DC, and a Supervising Attorney, Tax & Charities Division, State of
Hawaii Department of Attorney General.

Kurt was also President of the Western States Association of Tax Administrators
(WSATA)(2008-2009), Chair of the DC Delegation (2018) and Executive Committee member of
California Lawyers Association (CLA) Tax Section (2015-18), Chair of the Hawaii State Bar Tax
Section, and Chair of the HSCPA Tax Committee. He was voted Outstanding CPA by the AICPA
and HSCPA (Government) in 2008, and also received the President’s Award by the HSCPA.

Kurt has spoken at national taxation conferences sponsored by NYU, Georgetown, UCLA, and
the Hawaii Tax Institute, and at CLA and HSBA conferences, and also taught taxation courses at
the University of Hawaii Richardson School of Law and School of Accountancy, and at Hawaii
Pacific University. He was a co-author of the annual “Taxes of Hawaii: A Comprehensive Guide
for Taxpayers and Tax Professionals,” (2016-2024 editions), Watermark Publishing. Kurt is a
Certified Specialist, Taxation Law, State Bar of California (renewal pending), and earned his
LL.M. in Taxation from Georgetown University Law Center.



